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BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


Office  : 

St.  Martin’s  House,  Princess  Street,  Chester. 
Telephone  No.  : Chester  27161. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 

To  : THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 

THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1967. 


The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.51  shows  a decrease  over 
that  of  the  previous  year  which  was  19.44.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  17.2. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  24.25.  23  of  the  27  deaths 
occurred  in  infants  under  one  week  of  age.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  20.2.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate 
expressed  as  a percentage  of  live  births  is  7.9  percent  compared 
with  5.5  percent  in  1966  and  6.9  percent  in  1965. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  was  393,  slightly  fewer 
than  the  previous  year.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and 
of  the  heart  comprises  the  largest  cause  of  death  followed  by 
malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  22  of  the  24  deaths 
occurring  in  males. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Dysentery  are  again  the 
most  common  of  the  notifiable  diseases. 

It  is  anticipated  that  next  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  will 
initiate  a national  immunisation  campaign  of  Measles  immunisa- 
tion. At  the  present  time  an  investigation  of  Whooping  Cough 
vaccine  is  under  review  to  ascertain  whether  a variation  in  the 
type  of  vaccine  might  give  greater  protection. 
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Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  an  extract  from  my 
Annual  Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division,  of  which  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  forms 
a part. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  support 
I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  POLLITT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population  52,950 

Area  (acres)  1st  April,  1968  9,802 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  16,611 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1968)  £3,726,050 


Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1968/69)  Estimated  £17,700 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

for  the  Year  1967 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

521 

510 

1031 

Illegitimate 

48 

34 

82 

569 

544 

1113 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• . • 

21.04 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ... 

• * « 

18.51 

Comparability  Factor  ... 

• • . 

0.88 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total 

live  births  7.95% 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

9 

14 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 



5 

9 

14 

Total  live  and  still  births  : 1,127. 

Still  Birth  Rate  12.42  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births. 
The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  1967  

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  1966  

Birth  Rate,  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire,  1966 


1952 — 66  was  908. 

17.2 

17.7 

17.8 


DEATHS 

Males  225  Females  168  Total  393 

Death  Rate  7.42  Corrected  Death  Rate  11/78  Comparability  Factor  1.59 
The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  1952 — 1966  was  327. 
Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  : 11.2  per  1,000  population. 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  27  24.25 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  26  25.21 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  1 12.20 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  23  26.64 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age  ...  ...  18  16.17 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32  28.39 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  20.20 

Death  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  2 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  from  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Vascular  Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  undertakes 
free  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other  specimens 
for  Local  Authorities. 

Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  district  operates  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  help  of  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  acting  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance  Depot 
is  at  Ellesmere  Port. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Five  full-time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port,  and  an  additional 
one  in  Little  Sutton. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  : 

These  are  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  at  Stanney  Lane  and 
Great  Sution,  the  Community  Centre,  Little  Sutton;  and  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  Grace  Road. 

Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal 
Clinics  are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at  Elles- 
mere Port. 

A school  Clinic  and  Dental  Service  is  also  held  at  the  Clinlt 
Centres  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Great  Sutton. 

The  premises  at  Stanney  Lane  include  the  provision  of  an 
Adult  Training  Centre  for  mentally  handicapped  adults,  as  well  as 
a Day  Nursery  for  children  under  five  years. 

HOSPITALS  : 

The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the  town  for 
most  purposes. 

MATERNITY  : 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  maternity  home  at  Heswall. 

MIDWIVES  : 

There  are  nine  midwives  practising  in  the  District,  all  of 
whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 
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SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  : 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority 
to  apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County 
Council  Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of 
care  and  attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much 
time  and  patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety 
of  health  workers,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  compulsory 
removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from  their  homes. 

An  elderly  man  living  alone  was  in  need  of  treatment 
which  it  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  in  his  home.  Because  of  his 
refusal  to  go  to  hospital  and  to  safeguard  his  health  he  was  re- 
moved to  hospital  under  the  powers  of  this  Section. 


SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Dysentery 


12 

35 

250 

63 


Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis 

(Others) 


Erysipelas 


1 

1 


1 


Total : 363 


7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilis  

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

' . . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

« . « 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

• . . 

— . 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

• • » 

— - 

— 

— - 

8. 

Measles  

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

7 

6 

13 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

22 

2 

24 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

• . • 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

. . . 

— 

5 

5 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

19 

19 

38 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  

• * • 

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

22 

20 

42 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

61 

26 

87 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

5 

9 

20, 

Other  Heart  Diseases  

15 

14 

29 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

7 

4 

11 

22. 

Influenza 

• « • 

— 

4 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia  

• • • 

14 

22 

36 

24. 

Bronchitis 

♦ • • 

17 

3 

20 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

• . • 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

• • • 

2 

2 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

. . • 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

• « • 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

• • • 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

13 

19 

32 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

• • • 

12 

5 

17 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

• • • 

4 

1 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

225  168  393 
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WATER  SUPPLY  : 


The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  Borough  as  also 
the  whole  of  the  Wirral  is  the  Wirral  Water  Board,  formed  by  a 
re-grouping  of  the  previous  undertakings  in  the  area. 

The  water  which  is  in  plentiful  supply  is  mainly  derived 
from  the  River  Dee  with  further  sources  from  bore-holes  at 
Prenton  and  Mouldsworth.  The  bore-holes  at  Hooton  being  re- 
served as  a standby  for  emergencies.  Softening  operations  of  these 
supplies  has  not  been  resumed. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water 
sent  to  an  independent  Analyst  for  examination,  daily  samples  are 
also  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  by  the  Board’s  own 
Chemist  and  Analyst. 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  from 
the  flamed  taps  in  the  softening  house  of  two  pumping  stations  and 
the  Treatment  Works  at  Great  Sutton.  In  each  case  of  those 
samples  examined  by  the  Analyst  he  indicates  the  results  as  of  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

The  River  Dee  supply  is  indicative  of  a fairly  soft  water 
whilst  from  bore-holes  is  hard  in  character  but  stated  as  not  being 
unduly  so 

The  following  are  the  replies  received  from  the  Engineer  to 
the  Board  following  points  raised  with  him:  — 

1.  Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply. 

No  new  source  has  been  introduced  during  the  year. 

2.  Improvements  to  existing  sources  of  public  supply. 

No  major  improvements  carried  out. 

3.  Any  important  extensions  to  mains. 

None. 

4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality? 

All  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity. 

5.  Is  any  part  of  this  district  in  need  of  an  improved  water 
supply? 

No. 

6.  Information  as  to  the  resumption,  or  otherwise,  of  water 
softening  treatment  for  domestic  supply. 

No  softening  of  the  Board’s  Bore-hole  Supplies  has  taken  place 
during  the  year. 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Chiet  Public  Health  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 
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To  : THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 
THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  environmental  services 
that  fall  within  the  purview  of  the  Department. 


It  has  been  a busy  year  in  every  way  with  staff  being  fully 
engaged  and,  of  course,  there  have  been  problems  in  maintaining 
standards  as  laid  down  not  helped  by  staff  changes. 


The  establishment  will  require  to  be  strengthened  in  the 
light  of  increasing  work-load  and  intimation  of  this  fact  has  already 
been  given  to  Committee. 


Whilst  it  cannot  be  said  there  is  a particular  problem  the 
need  for  close  co-operation  to  be  maintained  with  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Council  is  emphasised  otherwise  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  carry  through  the  required  statutory  responsibilities. 


The  report  this  year  has  been  shortened  in  its  extent  due  to 
the  smaller  amount  allowed  in  estimates,  although  it  is  hoped 
that  sufficient  has  been  stated  to  give  an  indication  of  the  scope 
and  activities  as  also  the  amount  of  work  done. 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
Members  of  Committee  and  Council  for  continued  confidence  and 
consideration,  to  the  staff  who  have  given  their  support  and  finally 
to  express  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  guidance  and  help. 


Yours  faithfully. 
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E.  TUFT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


It  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  devote  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  the  various  aspects  of  housing  and  in 
particular  the  field  of  improvements. 

The  Council  in  considering  reports  submitted  to  them  in 
relation  to  the  proposed  schemes  of  improvement  for  their  sub- 
standard Corporation  dwellings  decided  following  completion  of 
works  at  several  houses  not  only  to  formulate  proposals  for  the 
works  to  be  carried  out  as  a phased  programme  over  a period 
of  years,  but  also  that  the  Department  be  responsible  to  carry 
them  into  effect.  Whilst  it  was  agreed  that  a number  be  done  by 
the  direct  labour  section  of  the  Borough  Architect’s  Department 
on  an  annual  basis  as  was  possible  by  them  the  main  shall  be 
carried  through  by  private  builders.  This  would  then  enable  the 
normal  housing  maintenance  work  to  continue  as  planned.  A great 
deal  of  time  by  both  Departments  has  been  spent  on  preparatory 
work  in  readiness  for  invitation  to  tender  although  in  view  of  the 
cost  involved  and  the  subsequent  publication  of  the  White  Paper 
in  April  of  the  year  “Old  Houses  into  New  Houses”  with  the  pro- 
bability that  the  amount  of  grant  be  raised  within  the  next  year 
from  £400/- /-d.  to  £l,000/-/-d.  in  the  case  of  Discretionary  im- 
provements, Council  may  well  decide  not  to  proceed  beyond  the 
pilot  scheme  until  the  new  legislation  is  in  being. 

The  proposal  to  delete  the  provision  of  a satisfactory  food- 
store  from  the  list  of  improvements  is  considered  a retrograde  step, 
as  a properly  ventilated  foodstore  is  surely  essential  for  the  storage 
of  certain  foods  even  if  the  householder  is  in  possession  of  a 
refrigerator.  The  present  legislation  in  the  matter  becomes  more 
contrary  than  ever  on  the  subject  of  food  storage  facilities. 

The  proposals  in  the  main  however  are  to  be  welcomed,  it 
will  be  of  great  interest  to  learn  of  the  scope  that  is  envisaged  in 
grant  to  include  items  of  structural  repair  or  replacement.  The 
cost  in  this  type  of  work  has  greatly  increased  as  gained  by  ex- 
perience in  the  Department  over  the  years  and  it  is  considered 
unfortunate  that  the  proposals  could  not  have  become  operative 
from  the  date  of  the  White  Paper  on  similar  lines  as  the  question 
of  compensation  for  slum  clearance.  There  will  inevitably  be  in 
the  meantime  a slowing  down  of  proposals  rather  than  an  incentive 
to  get  on  with  the  job  as  further  delay  is  bound  to  ensue  and 
people  still  want  the  improvements. 

In  the  private  sector  every  encouragement  has  been  given 
to  proceed  with  improvements  and  further  research  is  really 
necessary  to  fully  ascertain  the  position. 

At  the  time  of  compiling  this  report  the  terrace  of  thirty 
houses  in  Woodfield  Road  have  been  acquired  by  the  Council 
and  works  of  improvement  and  repair  are  in  process  of  being 


12 


carried  out.  It  was  necessary  to  rehouse  a number  of  tenants  but 
at  present  the  alterations  are  proceeding  satisfactorily  and  occu- 
piers’ wishes  being  complied  with  as  far  as  possible.  There  is  a 
limited  amount  of  money  available  so  it  is  not  possible  to  have  all 
works  done  as  one  would  have  liked,  nevertheless,  the  scheme  is 
considered  good  and  already  the  tenants  are  impressed  to  say  the 
least.  The  liaison  with  Officers  of  the  Ministry  has  been  maintained 
and  their  help  and  guidance  on  all  matters  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Owners  of  a large  number  of  tenanted  houses  in  the 
Central  Ward  have  continued  their  improvement  scheme  without 
the  aid  of  grant.  Whilst  this  is  appreciated  it  is  not  known  whether 
all  houses  are  equipped  with  the  five  basic  amenities. 

Twelve  applications  were  received  for  improvements  to 
property.  Nine  related  to  Standard  grant  and  three  to  Discre- 
tionary. The  three  latter  as  confirmed  related  to  the  provision  of 
all  amenities  together  with  works  in  compliance  with  the  twelve 
point  standard  previously  deficient  in  some  respect  including  a 
drainage  system,  the  property  being  situated  some  distance  away 
from  main  drainage. 

Of  the  nine  Standard  applications,  seven  were  for  the  pro- 
vision of  the  five  amenities,  whilst  the  remainder  referred  to  four, 
their  being  a satisfactory  foodstore  already  provided. 

The  total  amount  of  grant  for  approval  and  payment  made 
during  the  year  totalled  £l,947/4/9d.  The  amount  paid  to-date 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  is  £18,555/ 13/7d. 

Although  except  for  several  short  life  properties  the  slum 
clearance  programme  is  complete  it  is  noted  that  with  large  scale 
re-development  taking  place  in  the  Westminster  Ward  some  pro- 
perty is  taking  on  a decrepit  appearance  and  the  problem  is  being 
closely  watched.  A report  upon  various  aspects  is  at  present  under 
consideration  by  Policy  Committee. 

During  the  year  twenty-three  houses  were  demolished  and 
sites  cleared  following  earlier  action  under  clearance  programme. 
These  were  as  follows:  — 

2/10  Highfield  Road  North 
1/23  Bridge  Street 

160/164  Chester  Road,  Childer  Thornton 
9/10  Hooton  Green 
Whitby  Crossing  Cottage. 

In  respect  of  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
forty-three  Informal  Notices  and  three  Abatement  Notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  to  property.  The  latter  were  subject  to 
Court  Proceedings;  in  one  case  the  Council  carried  out  the  work 
in  exercise  of  default  powers;  the  Owner  in  another  complied  with 
the  Nuisance  Order  whilst  the  remaining  was  subject  to  a further 
hearing  and  defendant  fined  £5  Os.  Od.  and  costs.  The  work  was 
then  subsequently  completed  by  him. 
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Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  those  cases 
of  application  by  sitting  tenants  to  purchase  their  Corporation 
dwelling,  with  several  items  of  works  of  repair  as  shown  in  a 
schedule  being  carried  out  before  the  sale  is  completed.  Eighteen 
such  inspections  were  made. 

Inspections  have  also  continued  to  be  made  in  respect  of 
application  to  the  Corporation  for  an  advance  under  the  Housing 
Act  to  acquire  privately  owned  property.  This  arrangement, 
whereby  applicants  must  complete  all  necessary  repairs  before  an 
advance  is  made,  is  considered  very  satisfactory  and  does  ensure 
that  dwellings  are  brought  to  a good  state  of  repair.  The  number 
of  houses  so  inspected  totalled  sixteen.  This  is  a decrease  mainly 
due  to  the  operation  of  temporary  suspension  in  the  granting  of 
mortgages. 

The  number  of  Corporation  houses  constructed  during  the 
year  from  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Borough  Architect /Housing 
Director  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-two.  Four  hundred  and 
thirteen  were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  or  application  for  rehousing  priority 
in  respect  of  other  health  reasons  are  investigated  and  reported 
upon  to  the  Housing  (Estates)  Sub-Committee  as  found  necessary. 
In  this  connection  thirteen  cases  were  so  investigated  and  of  this 
number  four  were  offered  Corporation  accommodation.  None  of 
the  cases  were  statutorily  overcrowded. 

In  the  operation  of  the  Rent  Act  one  application  was  re- 
ceived for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  and  following  the  issue  of 
Notice  of  Intention  upon  the  Owner  an  Undertaking  to  carry  out 
the  work  was  received.  This  was  refused  by  Committee  on  the 
grounds  that  a previous  Undertaking  on  other  property  by  the 
same  Owner  was  not  complied  with  and  in  accordance  with  their 
powers  under  the  Regulations  issued  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  to 
the  Tenant. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  to  property  during  the 
year  was  one  thousand  and  twenty-four,  of  which  fifty-six  were 
supplied  subject  to  an  annual  charge  made  upon  the  property. 
Twelve  undertakings  were  cancelled  by  the  Committee  on  receiving 
a report  in  each  instance.  Action  is  taken  by  the  Department  on 
Annual  Charge  as  a result  of  the  non-compliance  with  an  Informal 
Notice  served  upon  the  owner  requiring  him  to  provide  a dustbin 
or  on  the  initial  request  of  the  owners  of  property.  The  total 
number  of  bins  so  supplied  since  the  scheme  was  inaugurated  in 
June,  1950  to  the  3 1st  December,  1967,  is  twelve  hundred  and 
ninety-three.  This  is  considered  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

The  annual  charge  for  all  new  undertakings  is  7/6d. 

The  type  of  dustbin  in  use  in  the  Borough  is  the  B.S.S.  2\ 
cubic  feet  being  the  size  now  applicable  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  paper  sack  is  still  in  use  as  a container  for  the  recep- 
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tion  of  refuse  in  the  area  covered  by  the  pilot  scheme,  the 
maisonettes,  multi-storey  flats  in  the  Westminster  Ward,  and  the 
new  development  of  Corporation  housing  in  the  Stanlow  Ward. 
Any  further  extension  still  remains  deferred  by  the  Council. 

The  tipping  site  at  Capenhurst  Lane  became  completed  during 
the  year  and  is  now  being  carried  out  on  land  adjacent  to  the 
sewage  works  at  Ince.  This  site  it  is  understood  will  give  a life 
of  some  years  depending  upon  whether  or  not  some  pre-treatment 
of  the  refuse  is  undertaken. 

Apart  from  letters  of  complaint  received  requesting  an  in- 
spection of  premises  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-six  verbal  com- 
plaints were  made  at  the  office.  This  again  shows  an  increase  over 
the  previous  years.  In  addition  many  enquiries  are  made  to  the 
Department  for  advice,  etc.,  in  respect  of  numerous  items  as  arise 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  or  other  matters  of  a 
character  affecting  our  work. 

Twelve  hundred  and  eighty  applications  were  dealt  with  for 
Search  Certificates  by  means  of  memoranda  through  the  Town 
Clerk’s  Department.  This  is  a slight  decrease  since  the  last  report. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  passed  from  the  Public 
Health  Act  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  necessitating  a change  in 
procedure  in  dealing  with  applications. 

The  Planning  Committee  are  now  charged  with  granting  or 
refusing  planning  consent  with  Health  Committee  responsible  for 
the  issue  of  site  licences  following  the  decision  made  on  the  plan- 
ning aspect.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  in 
respect  of  conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  site  licences,  and 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  impose  these  conditions. 

No  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  a 
site  licence  so  that  there  remains  a total  of  five  for  the  Borough. 
Conditions  at  each  are  satisfactory. 
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Food 


Every  effort  has  continued  to  be  made  in  this  aspect  of 
responsibilities  to  ensure  that  food  legislation  is  being  observed 
and  that  a decent  standard  of  food  handling  and  hygiene  is  main- 
tained. 

The  Borough  Council  is  also  responsible  for  food  and  drug 
administration  and  details  of  samples  and  action  taken  is  included 
in  the  report. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  relating  to  food  pur- 
chased and  subsequently  found  not  to  be  considered  of  the  nature 
or  substance  demanded  and/or  containing  a foreign  body  remains 
similar  as  for  the  previous  year.  These  complaints  do  not  illustrate 
that  there  is  a lessening  on  standards  by  the  food  trades  but  that 
on  the  contrary  for  in  the  main  they  are  most  anxious  following 
approach  made  by  the  Department  to  carry  out  an  extensive  in- 
vestigation as  to  what  went  wrong  and  to  take  other  measures  in 
an  effort  to  prevent  if  at  all  possible  any  repetition.  There  are,  of 
course,  incidents  where  the  nature  of  the  complaint  and  the  in- 
formation obtained  is  such  that  formal  action  must  be  taken  by 
the  Council.  On  the  other  hand,  complaints  made  are  really  in  a 
number  of  cases  only  done  so  to  enable  the  Department  to  take 
some  action  but  not  legal  proceedings  as  the  complainant  was  not 
prepared  to  appear  as  a witness  which  is  necessary  if  this  course 
of  action  is  being  considered.  In  such  instances  the  sincerity  of  the 
complainant  cannot  be  denied,  they  only  want  some  assurance 
that  the  people  concerned  will  be  given  a kind  of  reprimand. 

In  connection  with  inspection  of  premises  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  visits  have  been  made  being  a decrease  over  the 
previous  year,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  informal  notices. 

The  number  of  notices  refer  to  a variety  of  matters  all  of 
which  were  attended  to  and  rectified  without  delay. 

In  furtherance  of  the  policy  of  refrigeration  and  in  an  en- 
deavour to  ensure  that  proper  control  is  being  made,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  deep  freeze,  checks  are  made  as  to  the  loading  line 
and  temperature  of  the  unit  including  wherever  possible  stock 
rotation.  In  some  cases  it  is  still  being  found  that  food  placed 
above  the  line  of  freezing  is  due  to  the  customer  selecting  or 
searching  for  their  specific  commodity  thus  stacking  packets  of 
frozen  food  in  the  process  of  doing  so.  Several  instances  occurred 
whereby  food  was  rejected  owing  to  failure  of  refrigeration. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  premises  in  the 
Borough  registered  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  comprise: 
storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream,  127;  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Nil;  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  preserved 
food,  68. 
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Six  new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year,  five  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  one  for  preserved  food 
(cooked  meats). 

The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1960  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/66  is  as  follows: 

(1)  Total  number  of  premises  261  : 


Butchers 

29 

Snack  Bars 

5 

Bakers 

6 

Restaurants 

7 

Grocers 

66 

Confectioners 

11 

Supermarkets 

7 

Factory  Canteens 

31 

General  Stores 

17 

Licensed  Premises 

36 

Fish  Friers 

16 

Confectionery 

18 

Wet  Fish 

12 

(ii)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 

16  — 261. 

(iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies 

— 243. 

(iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 

19  — 243. 

Factory  canteens  have  not  been  included  in  the  above  list. 
These  are  all  equipped  and  comply  fully  with  the  Regulations. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area,  or 
poultry  processing  establishments. 

Two  new  registrations  were  received  during  the  year  under 
review  in  respect  of  mobile  trading  and  the  total  number  of  re- 
gistered food-hawkers  is  now  fifty-eight. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  traders  operat- 
ing mobile  vehicles  whilst  having  shops  within  the  Borough  as  it 
is  considered  registration  is  not  necessary  when  operating  from 
premises  as  open  shop.  Several  traders  do  operate  vehicles. 

Inspection  is  undertaken  at  various  intervals  in  order  to 
ensure  compliance  is  being  maintained  with  the  regulations,  etc., 
with  informal  notices  served  as  necessary.  These  have  been  com- 
plied with  and  no  further  proceedings  taken. 

Visits  on  a weekly  basis  are  made  to  the  Council's  six-day 
market  for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  food  exposed  or 
stored  for  sale,  as  also  to  ensure  that  conditions  are  satisfactory 
on  the  market  generally.  A total  of  twelve  stalls  are  in  use  for  the 
sale  of  food  and  two  mobile  vehicles,  one  retailing  wrapped  ice- 
cream, the  other  being  operated  as  a snack  bar.  Full  facilities  are 
provided. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Two  meetings  of  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Com- 
mittee were  held  during  the  year  with  various  matters  being  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  J.  Lightowler,  Licensed  Victuallers  Association  was 
again  elected  Chairman. 
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A new  edition  of  the  Clean  Food  Handbook  was  issued 
during  the  year  with  a restricted  distribution  made  to  houses 
throughout  the  Borough  as  also  a supply  forwarded  to  the  Divi- 
sional Education  Officer  for  issue  to  certain  schools  and  a number 
sent  to  various  food  trades.  It  had  the  appearance  of  being  well 
received  and  nine  entries  were  submitted  in  connection  with  the 
crossword  puzzle  depicting  food  hygiene.  There  were  four  prize 
winners  and  the  slogan  considered  by  Committee  as  being  the  best 
in  their  opinion  was  “Store  Well  — Handle  Well  — Clean  Well 
— Be  Well” 

Amongst  the  matters  under  discussion  by  the  Committee 
were  Coding  of  Perishable  goods.  Rotation  of  Stock  and  require- 
ments and  standards  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  relation 
to  mobile  trading. 

It  is  considered  that  in  the  implementation  of  the  new 
Regulations  there  is  in  some  respects  a lowering  of  the  standard 
that  was  originally  applicable  throughout  the  area.  Some  firms  are 
apparently  only  prepared  to  provide  facilities  that  can  be  legally 
enforced  and  seem  to  lose  sight  of  the  need  that  whether  the  food 
can  be  contaminated  or  not  a decent  standard  of  food  handling 
by  delivery  men  should  also  be  their  aim. 

There  is  now  the  advent  of  the  Franchiseman  and  in  Court 
proceedings  instituted  under  the  Regulations  as  also  the  provisions 
of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  Act  the  charges  against  the  firm 
were  dismissed  but  two  charges  against  the  person  in  charge  of  the 
vehicle  were  upheld  with  a fine  of  £5  Os.  Od.  being  imposed  for 
each  offence. 

Lectures  were  again  conducted  over  the  winter  months  not 
only  to  food  handlers  engaged  in  retail  trades,  but  also  employees 
at  factory  canteens.  This  training  includes  lectures  on  a regular 
basis  to  food  handlers  engaged  at  one  large  industrial  establish- 
ment. They  are  conducted  at  the  firm’s  premises  where  full  facili- 
ties are  provided. 

In  respect  of  the  short  course  of  four  lectures  forty-two 
personel  were  granted  the  certificate  on  attaining  full  attendance. 
There  were  several  who  did  not  complete  the  course  and  will 
attend  further  lectures.  It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  to-date  some 
1,374  personnel  have  completed  attendance  at  the  lectures  over 
the  period  of  the  scheme  from  its  inception  in  1950. 

Publicity  material  in  the  form  of  posters  obtained  from  the 
Ministry  were  distributed  to  selected  premises  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  summer  period. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  field  of  educational  activities 
is  most  important  from  the  public  health  aspect,  and  surely  cannot 
fail  but  to  have  some  beneficial  effects  in  the  prevention  of  disease 
particularly  those  associated  with  food  poisoning.  They  do,  how- 
ever, occupy  a great  deal  of  time  being  of  a rather  pains-taking 
nature. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES 


Thirty-four  inspections  were  made  of  this  type  of  food 
premises  with  nine  informal  notices  being  served  upon  owners. 

The  items  were  of  a general  nature  and  completed  during 
the  year. 

A new  licensed  house  was  opened  during  the  year  in  the 
Sutton  Ward. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  the  Borough  compares 
very  favourably  and  the  co-operation  afforded  is  appreciated. 
RESTAURANTS,  CANTEENS,  ETC. 

Seventy-nine  routine  inspections  have  been  made  in  con- 
nection with  this  type  of  business  and  works  of  improvement  and 
modernisation  carried  out.  Twenty  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  total  number  of  separate  restaurants  is  thirteen.  There 
are  in  addition  thirty-two  factory  canteens.  Three  restaurants  are 
fully  licensed. 

Nine  inspections  were  paid  of  school  canteens,  and  matters 
requiring  attention  referred  to  the  County  Council  as  the  appro- 
priate Authority. 

The  opportunity  is  always  taken  during  the  course  of  in- 
spection to  rectify  any  errors  from  a food  hygiene  aspect  which 
may  be  observed  being  committed  by  personnel  and  this  action 
proves  to  be  very  effective. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Seventy-six  special  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at 
the  request  of  owners  to  inspect  foodstuffs,  and  the  total  weight 
rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  18  tons,  1 cwt., 
38  lbs. 

In  each  instance  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  at 
Ledsham  and  a one  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  main- 
tained. This  involves  the  whole-time  service  of  a Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  a degree  of  overtime  payment  is  made  for  those 
hours  over  and  above  normal  office  hours.  Slaughtering  as  a 
general  rule  takes  place  seven  days  of  the  week.  The  inspector  on 
full-time  duty  is  also  responsible  to  ensure  Regulations  are  being 
complied  with  at  all  times. 

A Licence  for  the  premises  was  issued  during  the  year 
following  a report  to  Committee  when  the  previous  licence  ex- 
pired. A close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry. 
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In  September  a report  was  submitted  requesting  considera- 
tion of  the  hours  of  slaughter  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  previous  year  that  the  matter  be  again  reviewed  after  a twelve 
months  working.  It  was  eventually  decided  that  the  hours  remain 
unaltered  for  a further  similar  period. 

The  Owner/ Occupier  submitted  an  application  to  extend 
and  modernise  the  premises,  and  this  following  approval  and  sup- 
port from  the  Council  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  in  accor- 
dance with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act.  The 
outcome  is  still  awaited. 

The  maximum  charges  are  in  operation  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

The  through-put  at  the  slaughterhouse  has  on  occasion 
necessitated  two  inspectors  being  on  duty  at  the  same  time.  Office 
accommodation  is  provided  with  a rental  paid  by  the  Corporation. 

The  following  table  relates  to  meat  inspection  carried  out  at 
this  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 

i 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 


Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

1525 

898 

6767 

49545 

20498 

Number  inspected 

1525 

898 

6767 

49545 

20498 

A11  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  : 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

3 

29 

47 

273 

39 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

253 

410 

245 

6119 

292 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  ... 

10.65% 

4V88% 

23.1% 

10.28% 

1.61% 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

292 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4% 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

6 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  ... 

6 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  weight  rejected  was  : 36  tons,  9 cwts.,  99  lbs. 
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In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  seven 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  granted,  five  being  by  way  of  re- 
newal with  two  issued  for  the  first  time. 

On  account  of  the  restriction  and  the  movement  of  food 
animals  during  the  foot  and  mouth  epidemic  an  increased  number 
of  animals  were  slaughtered  at  the  premises  during  the  period 
although  it  was  closed  for  one  complete  week. 

ICE-CREAM 

Seventy-nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  examina- 
tion during  the  year  as  also  two  lolly  ices. 

Sampling  on  a rota  basis  has  been  maintained,  whereby 
traders  are  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 

Of  the  seventy-nine  samples  obtained  and  examined  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry,  fifty-six  were 
placed  in  Grade  1 : fifteen  in  Grade  II:  four  in  Grade  III  and 
four  in  Grade  IV. 

Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  placed  in  Grades 
III  and  IV,  which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  the  retailers 
from  producers  situated  outside  the  Borough,  and  further  samples 
subsequently  obtained. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  within  the 
Borough. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice-cream  dealers  to 
ensure  their  vehicles  are  maintained  to  standard  in  accordance 
with  the  codes  of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  business. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  eighty-nine  distributors 
within  the  Borough.  In  addition,  one  distributor  brings  milk  into 
the  area  from  an  adjacent  district,  as  well  as  four  registered 
wholesalers.  These  total  figures  again  show  an  increase  as  for  the 
previous  year.  Three  registrations  were  revoked  and  five  new  dis- 
tributors added  to  the  register. 

There  are  seventy-six  milk  vending  machines  being  operated 
in  the  district,  seventeen  by  a producer/ retailer  from  farm  pre- 
mises outside  the  Borough,  and  fifty-nine  by  a retail  dairy  under- 
taking. This  is  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  milk  sold 
is  tuberculin  tested  as  now  defined  untreated  and  pasteurised. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a rota 
basis;  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  samples  were  obtained  and  sent 
to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination,  each  being  examined  in 
accordance  with  the  designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

Of  the  samples  so  examined  ten  failed  the  prescribed  test, 
with  follow-up  work  being  undertaken  and  further  samples  ob- 
tained. 
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Information  was  received  from  the  County  Council  in 
respect  of  nineteen  samples  for  Brucella,  all  of  which  were  nega- 
tive. There  are  only  three  farms  in  the  Borough  where  milk  is 
retailed  as  untreated. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  pre-packed  Milk 
Dealers’  Licences  have  been  issued  to-date  authorising  the  sale 
of  milk  under  designation  for  the  quinquennial  period  from  1st 
January,  1966.  One  licence  may  include  for  various  types  of  milk 
provided  it  is  intended  to  be  retailed  at  the  time  application  is 
made  for  the  licence,  and  it  is  so  stated. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

One  hundred  and  fifty-one  formal  and  informal  samples 
were  obtained  by  the  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination.  All  with  one  exception  were  genuine 
and  this  related  to  a sample  of  lead  lotion  containing  an  excess  of 
lead.  Full  investigation  made  but  no  formal  action  taken. 


SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOLLOW- 
ING COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 


No. 

1. 


2. 

3. 

4. 


No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Sample 

Bread 


Meat  Pie 

Fruit 

Cocktail 

Ham  and 

Pork 

(tinned) 

Particulars 


Result  of  Analysis 
Bread  contained  foreign  matter 
— badly  charred  dough. 


Meat  Pie  contained  small  area 
of  fibrous  material. 

Fruit  cocktail  containing  in- 
sect. 

Canned  meat  containing 
foreign  matter — two  pieces  of 
skin  and  hair. 


Remarks 

Full  investigation 
carried  out  with 
Bakers  and  their 
research  laborat- 
ories. 

Full  investigation 
carried  out  with 
Manufacturers. 

Full  investigation 
with  Suppliers 
and  Importers. 

Full  investigation 
carried  out  with 
Manufacturers. 


of  Food  Complaints  from  Private 
Purchases 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Strong  smell  in  tin  of  peas. 

Broken  glass  in  tin  of  Irish 
Stew. 

Bad  smell  in  tin  of  Picnic 
Shoulder. 

Blue  and  Pink  colouring  in 
meat  pie. 

Mice  droppings  in  piece  of 
bread. 

Mould  in  four  chocoroons. 


Remarks 

No  formal  action — letter  sent  to 
Manufacturers. 

No  formal  action  taken — con- 
flicting evidence — broken  glass 
in  house. 

No  formal  action — Inspection- 
Importers  notified  of  incident. 

No  formal  action — colouring 
agent — Letter  sent  to  Manu- 
facturers. 

Laboratory  report — divitalized 
dough  impregnated  with 
Vegetable  Oil. 

No  formal  action — letter  sent  to 
manufacturers. 
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No. 

Nature  of  Complaint 

7. 

Wire  in  tin  of  meat. 

8. 

Glass  in  tin  of  salmon. 

9. 

Weevils  in  Cereals.. 

10. 

Sour  sausages. 

11. 

Metal  foil  cap  in  milk 
bottle. 

12. 

Discolouration  of  milk 
bottle. 

13. 

Chicken  liver. 

14. 

Taste  and  high  smell  in 
meat  pie. 

15. 

Taste  in  Harvo  Loaf. 

16. 

Earwig  in  tin  of  apricots. 

17. 

Smell  from  canned  meat. 

18. 

Black  substance  in  tin  of 
Corned  Beef. 

19. 

Slug  in  packet  of  frozen 
peas. 

20. 

Foreign  body  in  meat  and 
potato  pie  (factory) 

21. 

Discolouration  of  milk. 

22. 

Foreign  body  in  tin  of  pork. 

23. 

Unusual  taste  in  sausages 
and  bacon  (factory  canteen). 

24. 

Foreign  body  in  beef  pie. 

25. 

Foreign  body  in  tin  of  fruit 
cocktail. 

26. 

Stone  found  in  fruit  bun. 

27  „ 

Mouldy  condition  of  canned 
meat. 

28. 

Mould  on  meat  pie. 

29. 

Green  spots  of  mould  on 
loaf. 

30. 

Mouldy  condition  of  loaf. 

31. 

Petrol  taste  in  trifle. 

32. 

Foreign  body  in  tin  of  fruit 
filling. 

33. 

Discolouration  of  bottle  of 
milk. 

34. 

Staleness  of  cream  in  cake. 

35. 

Caterpillar  in  tin  of  pears. 

36. 

Bristle  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Remarks 

Letter  of  caution  to  manufac- 
turers. 

Found  to  be  crystals — no  action 
taken. 

Letter  of  caution  to 
manufacturers. 

No  formal  action — purchased 
out  of  the  area — Authority 
contacted. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Dairy  approached — no  further 
action. 

Complaint  unfounded. 

No  formal  action  due  to 

insufficient  evidence  and  delay 
in  making  complaint. 

No  formal  action — letter  sent  to 
manufacturers. 

Letter  of  caution  to  Importers — 
unable  to  proceed. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
Importers. 

Cause  of  trouble — over  zealous 
greasing.  Letter  sent  to 
manufacturers  and  importers. 

No  formal  action — letter  sent  to 
manufacturers. 

No  formal  action — letter  sent  to 
manufacturers. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
manufacturers  and  importers 
— unable  to  proceed. 

Visit  to  Canteen.  Advice  given — 
no  formal  action  justified. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
manufacturers. 

Letter  sent  to  suppliers  and 
importers. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Seller  cautioned — unable  to 
proceed. 

No  formal  action — insufficient 
evidence. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Baker. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  baker. 

Not  substantiated. 

Not  substantiated. 

Verbal  caution  given. 

Verbal  caution  given. 

No  action — no  evidence 
available. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  bakery. 
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No. 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Remarks 

37. 

Vegetable  oil  in  bread 

(alleged  to  be  mould). 

No  action — not  substantiated. 

38. 

Piece  of  metal  in  meat. 

Foreign  produce — matter 
resolved  with  retailer. 

39. 

Filaria  in  Cod. 

No  action. 

40. 

Foreign  body  in  milk. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  dairy. 

41. 

Ants  in  packet  of  tarts. 

No  action — verbal  caution  to 
Manager — conflicting  evidence. 

42. 

Insects  in  cereal  food. 

No  action — no  evidence  to 
substantiate., 

43. 

Worm  in  lettuce  leaf  in 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 

ham  batch. 

suppliers. 

44. 

Mould  on  cheese  spread. 

Seal  broken — letter  of  caution 
sent  to  manufacturers. 

45. 

Insect  found  in  trifle. 

Bakers  cautioned. 

46. 

Foreign  body  in  milk. 

Dealt  with  informally  between 
complainant  and  dairy. 

47. 

Water  in  milk. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  dairy — 
unable  to  proceed. 

48. 

Solidified  condition  of 

Bournvita  in  tin. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

49. 

Condition  of  shoulder  of 

No  formal  action  taken — 

lamb. 

resolved  between  butcher  and 
complainant. 

50. 

Foil  cap  in  bottle  of  milk. 

Letter  ot  caution  to  dairy. 

51. 

Part  of  handkerchief  found 

Manufacturers  fined  £15  Os.  Od. 

in  savoury  duck. 

£5  Os.  Od.  advocates  fee. 

Details  of  complaints  received 

are  shown  with  each  as  pre- 

viously  indicated  being  investigated,  statements  taken,  trader  and 
as  applicable  producer  or  manufacturer  interviewed  and  given  the 
opportunity  to  examine  the  article  of  food  subject  to  complaint, 
and  finally  a full  report  prepared.  Should  the  article  be  imported 
then  the  importers  are  approached  and  requested  to  contact  the 
producers  and/or  packers  for  an  explanation  and  the  action  taken. 

The  problem  still  remains  as  indicated  in  last  year’s  report 
of  dealing  with  complaints  relative  to  food  imported  into  the 
country  and  found  to  be  substantiated,  yet  not  possible  to  take 
any  further  proceedings  beyond  the  investigation  stage.  This  points 
to  a weakness  in  legislation. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  appreciated  a great  deal  of  an  In- 
spector’s time  is  spent  on  these  investigations  so  necessary  in  the 
public  interest  and  in  the  absence  of  Legal  Proceedings  which  is 
complex  in  itself,  enables  steps  to  be  taken  in  an  endeavour  to 
prevent  a repetition  of  the  type  of  incident. 
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Clean  Air 

Further  progress  has  continued  in  the  creation  of  smoke 
control  areas  in  the  Borough  with  seven  such  areas  being  now  in 
operation  covering  1,160  acres  and  some  6,591  premises. 

Smoke  Control  Area/ Order  No.  6 came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  September,  1967,  and  No.  7 on  the  first  day  of  the  follow- 
ing month. 

In  accordance  with  the  phased  programme  survey  work 
was  completed  on  smoke  Control  Area  No.  8 and  the  order  was 
submitted  to  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  without  modification  to  come  into  operation  on  the 
1st  October,  1968.  This  area  covers  405  acres  or  thereabouts  and 
contains  approximately  1,424  houses,  17  retail  shops.  5 commer- 
cial premises,  2 factories,  2 churches,  2 church  halls,  2 licensed 
premises  and  2 schools.  Work  of  conversion  to  firegrates  is  in 
progress  on  this  area  and  owners  are  being  encouraged  by  personal 
contact  and  reminding  letters  not  only  to  submit  applications  for 
grant  in  order  that  expenditure  can  be  incurred  before  the  date  of 
operation  of  the  order  but  also  that  work  may  be  completed. 

A mobile  exhibition  of  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federa- 
tion has  been  used  for  demonstration  purposes.  Three  sites  were 
selected  to  cover  the  area  and  created  a great  deal  of  interest. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  of  shortage  of  smokeless 
fuels  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  operation  in  the  Borough.  Con- 
sultations are  held  with  producers  and  suppliers  prior  to  the 
submission  of  a Smoke  Control  Order  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  and  close  contact  maintained  sub- 
sequently. 

Smoke  Control  Areas  in  operation  are  kept  under  obser- 
vation to  ensure  compliance  and  in  nine  instances  warnings  were 
given  for  burning  non-smokeless  fuels.  Personal  advice  and  guid- 
ance has  up  to  the  present  resolved  these  problems  without  re- 
course to  further  action.  It  is,  of  course,  essential  that  evasions  of 
the  Order  do  not  take  place.  If  this  happens  to  any  material  extent 
when  Authorities  have  gone  to  some  trouble  and  expense  to 
establish  Smoke  Control  Areas  then  their  efforts  could  be  under- 
mined. 

At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  information  has  been 
received  regarding  future  supplies  of  Phimax  and  Soft  Coke 
which  will  probably  cease  to  be  produced  in  or  about  1970/71. 
The  Council  have  expressed  concern  on  the  matter  and  made 
representations. 

The  public  generally  continues  to  show  a keen  interest  in 
the  need  for  clean  air.  Enquiries  are  made  in  the  Department  re- 
questing information  when  areas  will  be  smoke  controlled  and  in 
addition  a great  change  to  modern  forms  of  domestic  heating  is 
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taking  place.  This  changing  pattern  over  the  years  since  smoke 
control  first  came  into  being  is  tremendous. 

It  is  important  that  work  on  the  establishment  of  Smoke 
Control  Areas  should  continue  as  National  Pollution  Levels  are 
continuing  to  fall  which  is  most  encouraging  and  demonstrates  the 
value  of  the  work  done. 

The  control  of  industrial  pollution  in  the  Borough  is  con- 
tinually under  surveillance  with  routine  inspections  of  industrial 
parts  and  observations  of  emissions  to  atmosphere. 

The  reduction  of  air  pollution  from  industria  lsources  in- 
volves the  Department  in  a great  deal  of  advisory  work  and  much 
is  achieved  by  an  informal  approach.  Close  co-operation  is  main- 
tained in  the  Borough  with  Management  and  Engineers  so  that 
any  problems  found  on  observations  and  investigations  can  be 
dealt  with  quickly.  Liaison  of  this  kind  has  always  been  found  to 
be  of  immense  value  in  resolving  problems  to  both  Local  Autho- 
rity and  industry  itself. 

As  referred  to  in  the  previous  report,  in  the  case  of  one 
chemical  industry  a problem  of  gaseous  effluent  has  been  tackled 
by  extensive  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  follow- 
ing their  practice  with  high  pressure  vessels  the  adaptation  of  a 
policy  of  total  containment  to  prevent  further  emissions. 

Problems  of  dust  emission  have  been  investigated  following 
complaints  received  at  the  close  of  the  year  from  nearby  residents 
to  a factory  located  on  the  edge  of  the  Borough.  Measures  of  im- 
proved recovery  were  put  in  hand  by  the  Company  concerned  and 
conditions  improved.  The  position  is  being  kept  under  review. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  provides  that  all  new  furnaces  shall,  so 
far  as  practicable,  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously 
without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a type  for  which  the 
plant  was  designed  and  Notice  of  the  proposed  installation  must 
be  given  to  the  Local  Authority.  Twenty-one  Notices  of  Proposal 
to  install  furnaces  were  received  during  the  year  and  accepted 
by  the  Committee.  The  Department’s  requirements  for  smokeless 
combustion  are  discussed  in  detail  with  the  developers  when 
notices  are  received. 

Discussions  have  also  been  held  with  the  Borough  Architect 
in  relation  to  the  use  of  low  Sulphur  fuel  at  new  Corporation 
projects  and  existing  buildings.  It  is  important  that  the  local 
authority  shall  at  least  maintain  a good  standard  and  give  en- 
couragement to  others. 

The  importance  of  a suitable  design  of  plant  in  schemes  of 
incineration  continues  to  be  emphasised.  This  must  be  of  adequate 
size  for  the  proposed  load  and  fitted  with  effective  primary  and 
after  burners  to  consume  smoke. 

A number  of  large  chemical  industries  and  petroleum 
refineries  are  located  in  the  Borough  and  in  efforts  to  control 
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gaseous  emissions,  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  Tech- 
nologists and  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  who  exercises  specific 
control  over  these  problems. 

Work  continues  on  the  development  of  land  at  Ince 
Marshes  by  the  erection  of  an  Inorganic  Fertiliser  Plant  and  close 
liaison  is  being  maintained  with  the  developers  on  all  aspects  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Department. 

Extensions  of  a number  of  existing  industrial  plants  are 
taking  place  and  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  stress  the  need  for 
the  control  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  embodying  the  experiences 
gained  in  the  design  and  operation  of  similar  plant. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  enable  sLocal  Authorities  to  exercise 
some  control  over  the  height  of  chimneys  of  buildings  other  than 
residential  buildings,  shops  or  offices.  The  calculation  of  chimney 
stack  heights  is  an  important  aspect  of  the  control  of  pollution  to 
ensure  that  ground  level  concentrations  of  pollutants  do  not  exceed 
acceptable  limits. 

Discussions  are  held  with  Architects,  Engineers  and  de- 
velopers where  plans  are  submitted  in  order  to  achieve  satis- 
factory chimney  heights  and  attention  is  drawn  to  the  latest 
memorandum  on  chimney  stack  heights  proposed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Etousing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a Co-operating  body  with  the 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory.  Air  Pollution  Division  and  two  daily 
smoke  filter  and  SO  apparatus  are  maintained  by  the  Depart- 
ment, one  instrument  is  sited  in  the  Town  Centre  and  the  other 
in  a residential  area  of  the  Borough.  In  addition  three  daily  instru- 
ments are  operated  by  Industrial  Undertakings,  two  in  the  Stanlow 
Area  and  one  in  the  North  Road  Area  at  the  request  of  the 
Department  and  their  co-operation  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Annual  Summary  prepared  by  the  Ministry  of  Tech- 
nology, Warren  Spring  Laboratory  on  the  national  summary  of 
the  investigation  of  air  pollution  shows  the  following  results  for 


sites  Nos.  2 and  3 operated  by  the 

Department. 

Smoke 

SO 

2 

Smoke  SO 
Ratio  2 

Ellesmere  Port  No.  2 : 

Mean  Summer 

36 

81 

.44 

Mean  Winter 

77 

120 

.64 

Year 

57 

101 

.56 

Ellesmere  Port  No.  3 : 

Mean  Summer 

51 

106 

.48 

Mean  Winter 

103 

134 

.77 

Year 

77 

120 

.64 

Units  expressed  in  micrograme/cu.  metres. 
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On  examination  of  trends  in  ground  level  concentrations  of 
smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  in  the  Country  indicates  that  the 
reduction  in  smoke  and  SO  is  continuing,  it  is  therefore  consi- 
dered important  to  continue  the  progress  in  this  field  in  order  to 
achieve  Clean  Air. 
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General 


NOISE 

A circular  was  issued  to  Local  Authorities  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  April  of  the  year  relating 
to  various  aspects  of  noise  and  of  certain  recommendations  that 
could  be  put  into  effect.  These  were  considered  by  Committee 
following  the  submission  to  them  of  a report  when  it  was  decided 
after  due  consideration  amongst  other  matters  to  represent  to  the 
Minister  to  consider  a repeal  of  the  hours  permitting  loud  speakers 
to  operate  from  vehicles  of  ice-cream  vendors.  It  was  also  sub- 
sequently agreed  for  officers  to  attend  an  approved  course  on  the 
subject,  but  infortunately  when  application  was  made  there  were 
no  places  available,  the  number  having  been  fully  booked. 

The  recommendations  are  far  reaching  affecting  the  various 
departments  so  that  there  is  a need  for  close  co-operation  and 
action  otherwise  a properly  co-ordinated  effort  will  not  be 
achieved.  The  problem  is  one  of  some  importance  with  the  public 
showing  an  awareness  that  some  measure  of  control  is  necessary. 

The  Department  has  over  the  years  paid  due  regard  to  any 
possible  noise  nuisance  and  of  course  drawn  attention  in  any  new 
development  whenever  considered  appropriate.  It  can  be  stated 
that  industry  generally  is  very  mindful  of  the  situation  and  in 
certain  instances  requesting  that  in  the  supply  of  equipment  noise 
level  shall  be  within  acceptable  limits. 

It  is  obvious  that  instruments  for  measuring  noise  levels  will 
have  to  be  obtained  and  Committee  have  been  made  aware  of  the 
fact  for  inclusion  in  estimates  for  the  future. 

Several  complaints  have  been  received  with  careful  in- 
vestigations being  carried  out  in  each  instance. 

One  referred  to  noise  from  shunting  operations,  another  to 
commercial  premises  and  a further  case  to  a factory.  The  problem 
of  the  marshalling  yard  is  not  an  easy  one  and  the  co-operation 
given  by  Officers  of  British  Rail  has  been  very  good.  A good  deal 
can  be  achieved  by  the  personal  element  and  large  notices  have 
been  exhibited  by  the  railway  authority  drawing  drivers  attention 
to  the  need  in  reducing  nuisance  by  noise  and  steps  to  be  taken  as 
circumstances  will  allow. 

DRAINS  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  are  two  disposal  works  in  the  Borough.  The  works  at 
Little  Stanney  were  erected  during  1933  and  designed  for  a popu- 
lation of  20,000  whilst  the  disposal  works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon 
and  known  as  the  Town  Works  are  designed  for  a population  of 
7,000.  An  area  of  the  Borough  is  drained  under  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal  to  the  River  Mersey  without  treatment. 
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A commencement  has  been  made  on  the  new  sewage  dis- 
posal works  at  Stanney  as  also  the  laying  of  new  sewers  associated 
with  the  scheme. 

There  have  been  several  instances  of  flooding  occurring 
after  heavy  storms  and  it  is  understood  the  Borough  Surveyor  is 
actively  engaged  in  an  endeavour  to  resolve  these  problems. 

The  scheme  of  drainage  envisaged  at  Ledsham  private 
slaughterhouse  which  involves  pumping  into  the  Council’s  sewer 
some  distance  away  is  now  nearing  completion.  This  should  re- 
solve the  problems  that  have  previously  been  experienced. 

The  cleansing  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department 
when  arrangements  are  made  for  plunging  and  rodding.  Notices 
are  served  upon  owners  where  drainage  cannot  be  cleared  by  the 
method  and  the  ground  has  to  be  opened  up. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  for  defective  drainage.  All  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the 
Council  through  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department 
together  with  a service  for  the  periodic  de-sludging  of  septic  tanks. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

The  Rivacre  Valley  Swimming  Pool  is  owned  by  the 
Corporation  and  is  an  open  air  pool  with  a swimming  area  of 
1,567  square  yards. 

The  water  in  the  pool  is  obtained  from  the  Water  Board’s 
mains,  being  of  the  same  quality  as  drinking  water.  There  is  a 
continuous  bath  purification  plant  now  embodying  three  horizon- 
tal pressure  filters  with  pumping  capacity  capable  of  circulating 
the  contents  of  the  pool  in  a period  of  5J  hours. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  classified  satisfactory. 

Work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  construction  of  the  new 
indoor  pool  at  Stanney  Lane. 

SCHOOLS 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  two  County  Grammar 
Schools,  eight  County  Secondary  Modern,  twenty-five  Primary  and 
three  Denominational  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

All  schools  are  provided  with  individual  closet  accom- 
modation together  with  necessary  facilities. 

Several  routine  visits  have  been  made  and  action  taken  as 
appropriate. 

There  are  no  Schools  in  the  Borough  using  rooms  at  other 
buildings  to  accommodate  overspill. 

PET  ANIMALS 

There  are  six  premises  in  the  Borough  licenced  in  accor- 
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dance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  all  in  relation  to  shops,  and 
are  satisfactory. 

In  addition  one  licence  has  been  issued  in  respect  of  an 
animal  Boarding  establishment. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Act  being  the  Local  Authority  as  defined  for  the  purpose 
and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  one 
instance  relative  to  non-compliance  with  general  hours  of  closing. 
The  case  was  proved  on  four  counts  with  defendants  being  fined 
£10  Os.  Od.  on  each  with  £10  Os.  Od.  Advocate’s  Fee.  The  Manager 
of  the  store  was  also  fined  £5  Os.  Od.  on  each  offence. 

It  is  understood  consideration  is  still  being  given  to  the 
promotion  of  new  legislation  in  respect  of  shop  trading  although 
it  appears  it  will  not  remove  the  various  anomalies  that  exist  at 
premises  under  present  law. 

FACTORIES 

Factory  development  continues  in  the  Borough  and  close 
attention  is  given  to  all  aspects  of  Public  Health  Control.  This 
work  at  the  planning  stage  is  considered  to  be  very  important  as 
some  of  the  development  is  extensive  in  character  and  problems 
resolved  at  this  stage  show  advantages  later  on. 

It  is  noticeable  that  in  some  instances  a high  standard  of 
health  and  welfare  facilities  is  the  aim  of  new  factories  and  some 
excellent  schemes  have  been  provided. 

Two  undertakings  obtain  a water  supply  from  deep  bores 
for  which  approval  has  been  given  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Factories  Act.  Samples  of  water  are  obtained  at  regu- 
lar intervals  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis. 
One  undertaking  by  mutual  consent  discontinued  the  use  of  bore- 
hole water  as  a potable  supply  at  their  factory.  A mains  supply  is 
now  in  use. 

The  water  supply  to  one  undertaking  is  extensive  and  com- 
plex in  character  and  reports  on  samples  are  received  weekly. 
Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Company  and  a comprehensive 
scheme  of  sampling  Is  carried  out. 

The  support  and  assistance  afforded  by  the  Public  Analyst 
in  the  examination  and  control  of  these  water  supplies  is  greatly 
appreciated. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1964,  this 
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legislation  being  designed  to  improve  the  safety,  health  and  welfare 
facilities  in  these  premises. 

A register  of  the  premises  affected  by  the  Act  has  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Department  and  the  number  of  premises  in- 
cluded on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 


Offices  134 

Retail  Shops  243 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  4 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

Public  36 


Total  417 


The  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 
workplace  is  given  below : — 

Offices  1448 

Retail  Shops  1363 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  22 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

Public  351 

Canteens  72 


Total  3256 


The  total  figure  is  made  up  of  1,457  males  and  1,799 
females. 

There  were  eight  accidents  notified  during  the  year  under 
review  of  which  none  necessitated  any  formal  action  being  taken 
as  a result  of  an  investigation  made  in  each  case.  Some  were  sub- 
ject to  recommendations  being  made  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
premises  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  these  received  active  attention. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspections  81  letters  were  sent  to 
occupiers  with  24  verbal  notices  being  given  and  in  one  case  no 
infringements  of  the  Act  were  observed. 

Registration  form  OSR.l.  was  duly  sent  to  occupiers  of 
premises  where  it  was  ascertained  that  it  came  within  the  perview 
of  the  Act,  but  had  not  made  application  for  registration. 

All  premises  originally  registered  under  the  Act  have  now 
received  a general  inspection  as  also  follow-up  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  those  cases  where  there  has  been  a change  of 
occupancy.  The  comments  made  in  the  previous  year’s  report 
relating  to  temperature  is  considered  still  applicable  and  a number 
of  spot  checks  have  been  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES 

Copies  of  Certificates  of  Registration  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Radioactive  Substances  Act  are  forwarded  to  Local  Autho- 
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rities  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  respect 
of  establishments  in  the  Borough  using  radioactive  substances. 

In  each  case  visits  are  paid  to  the  industry  concerned  and 
close  liaison  maintained  with  their  technical  staff  in  order  that  the 
Department  is  kept  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 

OIL  HEATER  REGULATIONS 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  these 
regulations  and  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  covered  by  the 
regulations  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  were 
understood  and  complied  with. 

PEST  CONTROL 

This  section  has  continued  to  be  very  active  being  fully 
engaged  in  all  aspects  not  only  of  rodent  control  but  also  in  con- 
nection with  insect  pests  and  measures  of  control  of  an  avian 
nature. 

The  problem  of  recruiting  suitable  staff  was  again  very 
evident  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  difficulties  and  changing  duties  Council  decided  to  alter 
the  designation  and  regrade  as  deemed  applicable.  This  proved  to 
be  successful  and  appreciated,  although  it  may  only  prove  to  be  of 
a temporary  expedient. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  the  Council  agreed  to  the 
use  of  the  section’s  accommodation  at  the  depot  for  the  holding  by 
them  of  a two  day  course  in  rodent  control  for  staff  employed  by 
the  various  adjacent  Authorities  as  well  as  our  own.  The  courtesy 
granted  to  them  was  acknowledged  and  reflects  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation prevailing. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  full  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  and  with  the  growth  of  the  Borough  particularly  from 
an  industrial  point  of  view  has  resulted  in  further  contracts  being 
entered  into  for  clearance  of  premises.  Several  have  involved 
eradication  of  pests  other  than  rodents.  Where  the  circumstances 
warrant  such  action  it  is  recommended  to  have  an  all  embracing 
contract. 

A free  service  has  continued  in  respect  of  rat  infestation  at 
domestic  property,  and  advice  is  given  whenever  requested  in  any 
instance  affecting  mice. 

Apart  from  routine  work  210  complaints  were  received  for 
rat  infestation  and  44  in  relation  to  mice. 

8,112  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives, 
with  1,123  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total  amount  of 
‘poison  take’  i.e.,  poison  and  bait  combined,  on  all  campaigns 
was:  Zinc  Phosphide  34  lbs.  1 oz.;  Arsenic  64  lbs.  12  oz.; 
Warfarin  0.5  percent  18  lbs.  11  oz.;  Soluble  Warfarin  327  quarts. 

The  use  of  soluble  warfarin  in  industrial  premises  has  been 
found  to  be  most  successful  and  of  some  advantage  over  other 
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poisons,  particularly  where  very  dry  conditions  are  evident. 

The  formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation 
of  the  estimated  kill  of  the  common  rat  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and 
Arsenic  are  used  shows  that  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons  in 
campaigns  a total  kill  of  3,952  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

The  Officers  of  the  Ministry  agreed  following  certain 
Undertakings  given  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  undertake  a test 
baiting  of  10%  of  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  area.  This 
showed  a saving  in  expenditure  and  demonstrated  the  success  of 
work  previously  carried  out  in  this  connection. 

A number  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  industrial 
and  other  premises  in  relation  to  infestation  of  ants,  cockroaches, 
etc.,  such  work  being  undertaken  on  a Clearance  or  Annual  Con- 
tract basis.  Work  in  the  case  of  domestic  dwellings  is  done  as  a 
free  service  and  complaints  generally  show  a considerable  increase. 

In  respect  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs,  the  number  of 
houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 


(a)  Corporation  houses  10 

(b)  Other  houses  Nil 

(c)  Number  disinfested  10 

(d)  Total  visits  36 


Infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  forms 
of  D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally  considered 
necessary  to  have  woodwork  removed  in  the  bedroom  to  facilitate 
disinfestation,  due  to  the  residual  effect  of  D.D.T. 

Whilst  the  number  affected  is  small  it  is  rather  surprising 
to  have  any  at  all  taking  into  consideration  that  suitable  insecti- 
cides are  so  readily  available  to  the  public  from  retail  shops. 

Close  contact  has  been  maintained  with  Senior  Inspector, 
Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
at  Liverpool,  and  the  help  and  support  particularly  in  connection 
with  identification  of  various  species  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide  has  also  been  carried 
out  following  complaints  received  of  nuisance  by  mosquito  and 
midge  breeding.  Whenever  possible  cleansing  of  ditches  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Owners,  although  where  new  development  is 
concerned  it  is  essential  that  all  ditches  shall  be  piped. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


OF  THE 

SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Divisional  Health  Services  for  the  year  1967.  The  Division  com- 
prises of  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Chester  and  Tarvin. 

The  total  population  has  increased  from  100,530  in  1966 
to  103,170  in  1967.  The  area  of  the  Division  is  115,584  acres. 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  the  Division  was 
used  in  the  pilot  scheme  for  the  use  of  the  Computer  in  controlling 
the  routine  immunization  of  children  under  five  years.  During 
September,  several  General  Practitioners  were  brought  onto  the 
Computer  system,  thus  saving  them  considerable  clerical  work 
both  in  calling  up  children  to  their  Surgeries,  and  also  in  the  re- 
cording of  the  Immunization  procedure.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
all  the  practices  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  and  several  in  the 
Rural  District  areas  were  involved  with  the  new  system.  From 
discussions  with  General  Practitioners,  they  are  very  pleased  with 
the  service  given  by  the  County  Council.  This  is  one  of  the  several 
ways  in  which  we  are  amalgamating  the  local  authority  and  the 
General  Practitioner  Services. 

Another  way  in  which  we  are  amalgamating  our  Services 
with  the  General  Practitioners  is  in  the  attachment  of  Health 
Visitors  to  group  practices.  A Health  Visitor  will  be  nominated  to 
attend  the  Surgery  of  a group  and  she  then  will  visit,  at  the  request 
of  the  Practitioners,  patients  on  the  list.  This  service  is  offered  to 
adults  in  the  practice,  and  involves  the  Health  Visitor  visiting  the 
Surgery  once  a week,  or  once  a fortnight  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
cases  which  the  doctor  feels  require  the  special  skills  of  the  Health 
Visitor.  At  other  times  there  is  a telephone  communication  as 
and  when  the  need  requires.  Health  Visitors  still  keep  their  geo- 
graphical areas  for  the  purposes  of  dealing  with  children  under 
five,  and  school  children. 

In  October,  the  department  moved  from  the  Divisional 
Office,  at  St.  Martin’s  Lodge  into  the  new  combined  Office  and 
Clinic  premises  at  St.  Martin’s  House.  These  Office  premises  and 
Clinics  are  used  jointly  with  the  Chester  City  Health  Department. 
Inevitably  such  a move  caused  considerable  upheaval  in  the  Office, 
but  I think  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Divisional  Office  Staff  that  the 
move  was  effected  so  smoothly  and  with  relatively  little  disruption 
in  the  administration  of  the  service.  The  new  premises  have  and 
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will  prove  to  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  services  that  we  can 
give  as  there  is  more  room  available,  both  for  Staff  and  for  storage, 
and  in  addition  we  are  able  to  have  Specialist  Clinics  held  in  the 
centre  of  Chester  where  children  coming  in  from  the  Rural  areas 
find  the  access  to  the  Clinic  easier  than  as  in  the  past,  when  they 
had  to  get  another  bus  out  to  the  Clinic  at  Upton. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  domiciliary 
occupational  therapy  available  to  the  handicapped  people  during 
the  year,  and  we  have  two  part-time  Occupational  Therapists 
visiting  in  the  homes.  In  the  new  year  it  is  hoped  to  start  an  addi- 
tional Handicapped  Club  in  the  Waverton  and  Tattenhall  districts. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  mention  the  fact  that  Health 
Visitors  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  have  been  involved  in  assisting 
with  a Whooping  Cough  Survey  being  run  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council;  This  survey  involves  the  taking  of  swabs  and 
case  histories  of  children  who  have  the  illness,  and  also  their  con- 
tacts. The  specimens  taken  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory at  Chester  for  examination,  and  the  survey  which  was  initially 
for  a period  of  six  months,  has  proved  to  be  so  valuable,  that  it 
was  extended  for  a further  period  of  six  months.  This  work  in- 
volves the  Health  Visitors  in  many  extra  visits,  but  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  they  undertook  these  extra  duties  with  the  greatest 
willingness. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  throughout 
the  year,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff  for  their 
generous  help,  and  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Bernie,  Clerk  to  the  Committee, 
and  to  the  clerical  staff  for  their  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 

W.  A.  POLLITT,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer . 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISIONAL 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER  1967 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

There  are  two  Ante-Natal  clinics  held  in  the  division.  These 
clinics  are  staffed  by  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Midwives  and 
Health  Visitors.  Mothers  also  attend  at  these  clinics  for  Post  Natal 
examination. 

In  addition  a Midwives  Ante-Natal  and  Preparation  clinic 
is  held  at  Weston  Grove,  Upton. 

Instruction  is  provided  in  mothercraft  for  those  attending 
the  Ante-Natal  clinics  by  means  of  talks,  demonstrations,  discus- 
sion groups  and  the  showing  of  film  strips  and  films.  Relaxation 
classes  are  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante-Natal  clinics. 

Attendance  figures  at  the  two  clinics  are  set  out  below. 
These  show  an  increase  in  attendance  for  the  Ante-Natal  clinics, 
but  a regrettable  fall  in  attendance  for  Post  Natal  examination. 


ANTE-NATAL 

POST-NATAL 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port 

• • • 

496 

2148 

84 

89 

Great  Sutton 

240 

1101 

71 

78 

Dental  facilities  are  available  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  during  the  year  24  women  received 
treatment. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Attendances  at  clinics  throughout  the  Division  continue  to 
be  good.  At  the  clinics  advice  is  given  in  child  management  and 
feeding.  Children  are  medically  examined  at  their  first  attendance 
and  subsequently  as  required.  Immunisation  is  given  and  routine 
screening  procedures  performed. 

Student  Midwives  attend  the  clinics  as  part  of  their  training 
in  baby  care  and  to  see  the  follow  on  services  available  after  the 
baby  leaves  their  care. 

Attendances  of  children  under  5 at  the  following  Specialist 
Clinics’.  — 


Ophthalmic 
E.N.T.  under  5 
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New  Cases 
45 
10 


Total  Attendances 
170 
41 


DENTAL  CLINICS 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Inspection 

Visits 

Extractions 

Fillings 

Children  0 — 5 years 

112 

200 

142 

144 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Dentures  Supplied  3 

Mothers  24 

64 

11 

32 

SCREENING  CLINICS 

New  Cases  Re-Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Ellesmere  Port 

564 

37 

556 

45 

Great  Boughton 

88 

3 

89 

2 

Great  Sutton 

231 

11 

236 

6 

Tarvin 

32 

— 

29 

3 

Upton 

174 

25 

174 

25 

Farndon 

29 

— 

29 

- — 

TOTAL 

1118 

76 

1113 

81 

Screening  Tests  of  Hearing 

Health  Visitors  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the 
technique  carry  out  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  babies  of  nine 
months  and  over  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

AUDIOLOGY  CLINICS 

Under  5 Over  5 

1st  Visit  Re-Visit  1st  Vist  Re-Visit 

16  9 10  7 

Where  necessary  children  are  referred  to  the  Ear  Nose  and 
Throat  Clinics  staffed  by  Consultant  Surgeons  and  to  Professor 
Taylor  and  his  colleagues  from  the  Manchester  University  Depart- 
ment for  Education  of  the  Deaf.  These  clinics  deal  with  children 
of  pre-school  age  and  of  school  age  having  hearing  defects. 

Phenylketenuria 

All  babies  are  tested  by  Health  Visitors  either  at  home  or  in 
the  Clinic  for  phenylketenuria,  one  of  the  causes  of  backwardness 
in  children.  Early  recognition  and  treatment  of  this  condition  pre- 
vents any  deterioration  taking  place. 

Day  Nursery 

At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Committee  it  was  agreed 
that  for  a trial  period  of  six  months  the  opening  hours  of  the 
Nursery  be  altered  from  7.0  a.m.  until  6.0  p.m.  to  7.30  a.m.  until 
5.30  p.m.  Also  the  attendance  of  children  whose  mothers  do  not 
go  out  to  work  be  restricted  to  the  hours  of  9.0  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
subject  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  varying  these  hours  for 
individuals  if  thought  necessary. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  these  new  arrangements  appear  to  be 
working  satisfactorily.  A final  report  will  be  made  to  Committee 
in  due  course. 
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Facilities  continue  to  be  made  available  to  local  schools 
for  the  older  girls  to  attend  for  training  in  mothercraft.  Also 
students  from  several  courses  visited  the  Nursery  as  part  of  their 
instruction  in  social  services  and  technique  of  child  care.  These 
were  Teacher  Training  Students,  Pupil  Health  Visitors  and  Pupil 
Midwives.  Also  students  on  the  Pre  Nursing  Course  at  the  College 
of  Further  Education. 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  fluctuated;  whilst  at 
times  the  Nursery  is  full  to  capacity,  at  other  times  there  are, 
regrettably,  occasions  when  attendances  are  poor.  Some  of  the 
absences  are  due  to  the  seasonal  ailments.  In  other  instances  they 
are  due  to  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  social  problem  parents  to 
their  children,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  fail  to  bring  them 
to  the  Nursery.  Certain  of  the  children  are  admitted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  child  not  necessarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  parents,  and 
whilst  absences  are  to  be  deplored  it  is  essential  to  keep  the 
child’s  name  on  the  register  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  the 
child  receives  care,  attention  and  nourishment. 

Everything  is  done  to  encourage  the  parents  to  bring  their 
children.  Poor  attenders  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Child  Care  Officers. 

The  Nursery  is  a 50  place  training  Nursery,  and  in  an  en- 
deavour to  maintain  an  average  attendance  near  to  this  figure,  we 
have  had  65-70  children  on  the  register.  Further  increase  in  the 
number  on  the  register  is  impracticable  due  to  the  risk  of  severe 
overcrowding  should  attendances  improve. 

During  the  year  Matron  attended  a refresher  course  for 
Nursery  Matrons  held  at  the  University  of  Liverpool. 

Cases  were  referred  for  admission  from  several  sources. 
Parents,  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Area  Children’s  Officer. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a 
training  nursery  for  Nursery  Students  and  during  the  year  2 
Nursery  Students  were  in  training. 

During  1967  one  student  sat  the  examination  for  the 
National  Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate  for  Nursery 
Nurses  and  she  was  successful. 

There  have  been  several  new  members  joining  the  staff 
replacing  members  who,  in  each  case,  have  left  the  service  for 
family  reasons. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  65  children  on  the 
register  all  of  whom  were  priority  cases. 


Daily  Average 
Number  Attending 


Total 

Attendances 

4027 

5605 


Aged  0 — 2 years 
Aged  2 — 5 years 


16.25 

23.25 
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Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Number  of  births  during  the  year — 1921  (including  23 
stillbirths).  (Adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 

Home  Help  Service 

Recruitment  of  Help  varies  considerably  from  area  to  area 
in  the  Division.  To  prevent  wastage  the  County  Health  Committee 
have  allowed  that  bus  fares  be  paid  and  normal  rates  be  paid  in 
excess  of  \ hour  to  assist  Helps  travelling  distances  to  get  to 
cases. 


Number  of  persons  supplied  with  Domestic  Help:  — 


1960  1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

185  237  274 

334 

395 

421 

410 

497 

Number  of  persons  for  whom  there  was 

a continued  need 

for  the  supply  of  help  as 

at  31st  December  of  each  year 

: — 

1960  1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

112  136  169 

193 

218 

229 

237 

308 

Number  of  hours  supplied: 

— 

1960  1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

38,805  50,218  59,533 

65,337 

72,081 

75,885 

72,039 

77,069 

The  supply  of  this  service  in  the  main  is  to  the  aged  and 
infirm,  the  chronic  sick,  who  without  help  would  undoubtedly 
require  hostel  or  hospital  accommodation.  In  some  instances  the 
help  is  only  required  on  one,  two  or  three  days  per  week,  in  other 
cases  help  is  supplied  each  day. 

497  persons  received  domestic  help  during  the  year  and  the 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  types  of  cases  to  whom  help  was 


given. 

(a)  Persons  over  65  369 

(b)  Chronic  Sick  including  T.B 36 

(c)  Mentally  disordered  2 

(d)  Maternity  55 

(e)  Others  35 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 

A.  Number  of  new  applicants  238  (of  these  65  were  cancelled). 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.67  129 


C.  Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  497 

D.  Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.67  308 

E.  Number  of  hours  Domestic  Help  supplied  77,069 


F.  Amount  recovered  from  Future  Recovery  cases:  £319  Os.  lOd. 

G.  27  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 

during  the  year. 

10  cases  were  defined  as  Future  Recovery  cases. 

In  7 Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 
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In  7 cases  arrears  were  cancelled. 

In  3 cases  the  assessment  was  reduced. 

The  Future  Recovery  Scheme  was  discontinued  as  from 
July  27th,  1967  and  the  Deferred  Payment  Scheme  was  introduced. 

Prevention  of  Illness  — Care  and  After  Care 

1 . TUBERCULOSIS 

(a)  Removed  from  area 

(b)  Recovered  

(c)  Died  

(d)  Number  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of 

the  year  

B.  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 

867  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  needs,  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months 
which  can  be  extended  if  required. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Offices,  Chester  and  Ellesmere  Port,  the  following  is  a list  of  the 
various  items  held:  — 

Invalid  Wheelchairs 
Sheets,  single 
Sheets,  draw 
Sheets,  Rubber/Plastic 
Air  Rings 
Walking  Sticks 
Special  Spastic  Chair 
Water/Air  Beds 
Bed  Pulley 
Back  Rests 
Bed  Pans 
Urinals 

Adjustable  Tables 
Ramp 

Helping  Hand. 

In  addition  the  District  Nurse /Midwives  in  the  Rural  areas 
each  have  a small  stock  of  the  smaller  items,  bed  pans,  urinals, 
rubber  sheets,  etc. 

C.  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(i)  There  are  188  cases  on  handicapped  persons  register 
many  of  whom  are  in  employment.  These  cases  are 
now  having  routine  visits  from  an  Occupational  Thera- 
pist Who  assesses  their  needs,  i.e.  adaptations;  occu- 


Sputum  mugs 
Sputum  flasks 
Hoyer  Hoist 
Dunlopillo  Mattresses 
Dunlopillo  Cushions 
Bed  Cages 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm 
Beds  with  Chain  & Handle 
3 & 4 legged  Walking  Aids 
Commodes 
Crutches 

Special  Toddlers  Walking  Aid 
Bonaped  Walking  Aid 
Fireguards 


4 

18 

3 

572 
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pational  therapy;  liaison  with  Disabled  Resettlement 
Officer  to  obtain  suitable  employment;  or  encourages 


them  to  attend  the  Handicapped  Club. 

(ii)  Number  of  Persons  in  the  area  registered  with 

the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society  153 
Number  of  Persons  Partially  Sighted  in  the  area 
registered  with  the  Chester  and  District  Blind 
Welfare  Society  20 

(iii)  Number  of  Persons  registered  as  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

Hard  of  Hearing  59 

(iv)  Adaptations  were  carried  out  in  the  houses  of 
fourteen  handicapped  persons. 

(v)  Disabled  Drivers  Car  Badges 


There  was  one  new  applicant  for  disabled  Driver  Car 
Badge. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  34  Disabled  Car 
Drivers  on  the  register. 


Ellesmere  Port  Handicapped  Persons  Club  1967 

Number  of  Members  : January  26,  June  24,  December  27. 

During  the  year  two  patients  returned  to  work,  one  was 
discharged  and  three  died. 

Attendances— 869 . (This  may  be  lower  than  previous  years 
due  to  the  club  being  closed  for  six  weeks  whilst  the  floor  was 
being  relaid. 

Club  Activities 

The  first  meeting  in  1967  was  the  Christmas  Party.  Mem- 
bers entered  the  Bulb  Competition  organised  for  handicapped 
clubs  in  Cheshire  by  the  W.R.VJS.  A party  of  club  members  went 
to  the  finals  at  Nantwich  at  the  end  of  February. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  an  Open  Afternoon  and 
Sale  of  Work  was  held  at  York  Road. 

On  September  21st,  a party  of  ten  club  members  went  to 
the  Spastics  Holiday  Home  at  Southport  for  a week. 

On  December  4th  club  members  went  to  the  Christmas 
shopping  afternoon  in  the  Chester  precinct  held  for  Cheshire 
Handicapped  Clubs.  During  the  afternoon  the  Blacon  and  Saltney 
Towns  Womens  Guild  Choirs  sung  carols. 

Helpers 

During  the  year  the  club  has  had  the  help  of  four  W.R.V.S. 
helpers.  Mrs.  Coupe,  Mrs.  Hughes,  Mrs.  Hale  and  Mrs.  Scott 
who  all  do  a great  deal  for  the  patients. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  Inspector  Green  for  allowing  two 
police  cadets  to  help  at  the  club  since  the  beginning  of  November. 
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Friday  Club 

In  June  a club  was  started  for  the  older  patients  on  Friday 
afternoons  staffed  by  Mrs.  Coupe  and  two  other  W.R.V.S.  helpers. 
Numbers : 12,  one  has  died  during  the  six  months. 
Attendances : 110. 

me  Friday  Club  does  light  craftwork  for  part  of  the  after- 
noon and  part  playing  table  games. 

The  Club  joins  the  Handicapped  Club  in  all  its  outings. 

DOMICILARY  VISITS 

Since  September  17  new  patients  received  domicilary  visits. 
13  of  these  were  elderly  patients  who  needed  bath  handles,  raised 
toilet  seats  and  toilet  rails.  Most  of  those  receiving  domicilary 
visits  are  suffering  from  Rheumatoid  Arthritis,  Osteo  Arthritis  or 
are  Hemiplegics. 

D.  CONVALESCENCE 

Eight  persons  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year. 


Prevention  of  Illness 

CERVICAL  SMEAR  CLINICS 

Three  clinics,  dealing  with  cervical  smears,  were  continued 
during  the  year.  They  were  located  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great  Sutton 
and  Upton  Clinics. 

The  initial  waiting  lists  have  been  reduced  and  despite 
further  advertising  there  has  been  a fall  off  in  requests  for  this 
examination. 

As  well  as  testing  for  cancer  of  the  cervix,  the  patients  are 
also  examined  to  eliminate  cancer  of  the  breast  which  is  four  times 


more  prevalent  than  the  cervical  cancer. 

Number  attended  998 

Number  referred  for  further  investigation  8 

Number  of  treatable  cancer  conditions  3 


ELDERLY  FIT  PERSONS  CLINICS 

This  clinic  is  devised  to  provide  a service  for  elderly  who 
do  not  feel  the  need  to  attend  their  doctor.  The  clinic  gives  a 
comprehensive  medical  check-up.  The  intention  is  that  small 
defects  or  disabilities  in  their  early  stages  can  be  found  and  treated 
before  they  become  severe  and  also  before  they  handicap  the 
person.  Often  failing  eye  sight,  increasing  deafness  or  a foot  defect 
can  make  a person  frightened  of  tackling  today’s  traffic.  Whereas 
with  new  glasses,  a hearing  aid  or  chiropody  treatment  these 
obstacles  can  be  overcome. 
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The  clinic  is  held  monthly  at  Stanney  Lane  Clinic  and  is 
staffed  by  a retired  Health  Visitor  and  a retired  General  Practi- 


tioner. 

Number  of  first  attendances  41 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances  5 
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Number  referred  to  own  Doctor  : 

First  attenders  21 

Subsequent  attenders  2 

23 

Number  referred  to  Chiropodist  2 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Health  Visitors  and  Medical  Staff  are  giving  talks  to  many 
voluntary  societies  and  going  into  schools  to  give  talks  on  different 
aspects  of  health  and  hygiene.  To  assist  them  a film  projector  or  a 
slide  projector  and  other  aids  are  available  for  use  during  talks 
and  discussions. 

Senior  pupils  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Day  Nursery  and 
the  Clinics  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Weston  Grove,  Upton,  by  arrange- 
ments with  the  Domestic  Science  and  Head  Teachers. 

Special  features  on  selected  items  are  on  display  at  the 
main  Clinics  and  the  staff  show  considerable  ingenuity  in  devising 
eye-catching  arrangements. 

The  Merseyside  Committee  on  cancer  education  has  re- 
sulted in  many  voluntary  societies  having  lectures  on  this  most 
important  subject. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  791  persons 
on  the  register  for  Chiropody  treatment.  During  the  year  a further 
162  applications  were  received  of  whom  131  were  granted  treat- 
ment free  of  charge,  18  at  half  cost,  13  were  not  eligible.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  831  persons  on  the  register  receiving 
Chiropody  treatment. 


Details  of  Service  provided : — 


Place  of  Treatment 

Chiropodists  Surgery 
Home  of  Patient 


Over  65 

No.  of  No.  of 
Patients  Treatments 

425  2329 

406  2179 


Physically  Handicapped 
No.  of  No.  of 
Patients  Treatments 
15  78 

18  86 
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No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  full  fee  — 821 
No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  part  fee  — 74 

The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  recom- 
mended for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district 
nurse.  Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  benefit  or 
whose  sole  income  is  the  National  retirement  pension,  are  eligible 
for  free  treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons  in 
receipt  of  an  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards 
the  cost  of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the  addi- 
tional income.  Treatment  in  the  first  instance  is  monthly  for  the 
first  six  months,  thereafter  alternative  months,  unless  a recom- 
mendation is  received  from  either  the  patient’s  doctor,  the  District 
Nurse  or  the  Chiropodist,  requesting  further  monthly  treatment. 

The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a list  of  recog- 
nised Chiropodists  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for  treat- 
ment. In  some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropo- 
dist’s surgery  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at  his/her  home. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  been  18,666  atten- 
dances out  of  a possible  20,582,  the  absences  being  mainly  due  to 
hospitalisation,  short  term  care,  parents’  holidays  and  casual 


absences. 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  96 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  close 

of  the  year  96 

Trainees  placed  in  Employment  6 

Trainees  re-admitted  from  Employ- 
ment   2 


Contracts  were  fairly  good  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
but  towards  September  we  had  to  fall  back  on  Saleable  Handcraft 
Articles  and  prepare  stocks  for  the  Sale  of  Work  on  Open  Day. 

The  Sale  of  Handcrafts  on  Open  Day  realised  £202  11s.  Od. 
and  over  the  Christmas  period  (including  Open  Day)  £300  Os.  Od. 

As  every  trainee  spends  part  of  his  time  in  the  Social 
Training  Unit  which  is  financially  non-productive,  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  the  trading  balance  will  suffer  to  some  extent  but 
the  Progress  Assessment  Charts  show  that  the  work  in  this  Unit, 
although  extremely  difficult  to  systemize  and  assess  and  continually 
needing  revision,  is  well  worth  while.  As  an  example:  — A man 
of  32  years  of  age  who  has  been  attending  the  centre  from  3rd 
September,  1962,  has  held  down  a job  from  20th  October,  1967, 
at  the  local  Timberyard  because  he  now  knows  money  values  and 
can  use  the  ordinary  bus  service.  The  fact  that  four  out  of  the  six 
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trainees  placed  in  employment  this  year  are  still  holding  down 
their  job  also  shows  the  value  of  this  Unit. 

The  only  common  denominator  I can  find  in  placing 
trainees  in  outside  employment,  based  on  the  experience  of  the 
past  seven  years  is  Social  Training.  Thus  a trainee  can  hardly 
hope  to  be  successful  in  a job  if  he  cannot  obtain  at  least  a 50% 
at  “I”  level  on  the  Progress  Assessment  Chart  with  a few  “K” 
levels. 


The  four  areas  of  training  well  covered  by  these  charts  are 
“Self  Help”,  “Communication”,  “Occupation”  and  “Socialisa- 
tion”, are  of  immense  help,  not  only  to  trainees  capable  of  outside 
employment  but  to  every  trainee  in  the  centre. 

In  September  we  made  an  8 mm.  film  of  some  of  the  work 
and  activities  in  the  centre  and  part  of  the  cricket  match  at 
Altrincham. 

The  Netball  Equipment  supplied  by  the  Rotarians  Society 
is  now  in  regular  use.  It  is  enjoyable  to  watch  a match  in  progress 
from  the  comparative  safety  of  the  passage.  We  printed  12  of  our 
own  Christmas  cards  from  handcut  Linoprints  and  used  a rolling 
pin  as  a ‘press’. 

A further  dartboard  and  Badminton  Equipment  has  also 
been  supplied. 

The  total  income  of  contract  work  and  the  manufacture  of 
numerous  items  totalled  £1,769  15s.  6d.  during  the  year.  The 
trainees  are  paid  a work  bonus  in  addition  to  an  attendance  pay, 
and  the  total  amount  paid  during  the  year  was  £1,409  2s.  Od. 
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